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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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proven by what we do with what we have been given.


   Is it any wonder that the writer would say in verse 6?   


" And without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing (unto him); for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and (that) he is a rewarder of them that seek after him". (Heb 11: 6) We must believe that "God is". The object of our faith is not God's promise, rather our faith must be in God Himself. If God had made no promises, it matters not. We know that because "He is" He rewards those who seek Him. 


    Because faith is the source of our salvation it is also no surprise that Satan sees our vulnerability and our faith is attacked from all sides. It is not necessary that he destroy our faith, only that he put some doubts in the truths that God has given us. 





"O for a faith that will not shrink


When pressed by every foe


That will not tremble on the brink


Of any earthly woe"


"That will not murmur or complain


Beneath the chastning rod


But in the hour of grief or pain


Will lean upon its God".





"Lord increase our faith". (Lk. 17: 5)





		JP











Those who seek to meet God without His intervening mercy should first be introduced to the men of Beth Shemesh in I Samuel 6:10-19.  They were harvesting wheat in their fields when the ark of God came to them by way of the Philistines.  Perhaps because they desired to know if the Philistines had tampered with the holy contents, they removed the mercy seat, peered into the ark of God, and perished!  Not only had they touched the ark, which by itself carried the death penalty (Numbers 4:15), they also came face to face with the perfect law of God inscribed on the tablets of stone.  When mercy is removed, blind justice prevails.  The stunned survivors in Beth Shemesh responded, "Who is able to stand before this holy Lord God?"  (I Samuel 6:20).  The question is rhetorical and the answer is obviously, "No one!"  Not without God's mercy, that is.


What are we describing when we speak of God's mercy?  The Hebrew word most often translated mercy in the Old Testament is checed, which simply means kindness, or loving-kindness (Psalms 62:12).  Another Hebrew word often translated mercy is racham, and it speaks of God's compassion and pity (Hosea 14:3).  A third word for mercy is chanan, and it describes "One who bends or stoops in kindness to an inferior; to favor, bestow" (Strong).  See Psalms 








leads us to do something about their pitiful condition.  "For God so loved the world that he gave His only begotten Son " (John 3:16).  God acts because He cares. Mercy joins attitude to activity.  Why does God "pardon iniquity" by "casting all our sins into the depths of the sea?"  Because He "delights in mercy" (Micah 7:18, 19).  Mercy, in all its kindness and compassion, describes the very heart of God.  One glimpse of Jesus on the cross should remove any doubt about the reality and depth of God's mercy toward mankind.


      Mercy is not confined to the attitude and activity of God.  Those who would be children of God must model His mercy.  The parable of the Good Samaritan identifies the one who helped the victim as, "He who showed mercy on him."  Jesus challenged the lawyer to, "Go and do likewise" (Luke 10:36, 37).  Again, " (Micah 6:8).  We are called not just to show mercy but to love mercy.  It is the attitude of gratitude behind the action that makes it truly merciful.  The merciful do not just feel sorry for the suffering, they comfort them.  They refuse to return evil for evil, but offer a blessing instead.  They will not merely lament the fact that people are lost, they reach out to save them!  "Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful" (Luke 6:36).  Are we responding to the challenge? 





					





Mercy


By Mike Rosser





If we refuse mercy here, we shall have justice in eternity.  That is a justice none should desire.








(4:1; 6:2; 25:16). In the New Testament, the Greek work eleos is translated mercy and is defined as "the outward manifestation of pity; it assumes need on the part of him who receives it, and resources adequate to meet the need on the part of him who shows it: (Vine).  Eleos speaks of a "God, who is rich in mercy …" (Ephesians 2:4).  The verb form eleeo clearly shows the active nature of mercy.  Two blind men following Jesus cried out saying, "Son of David, have mercy on us" (Matthew 9:27).  They wanted to see!  And He opened their eyes.  The woman from Canaan came seeking healing for her daughter.  "Have mercy on me, O Lord, son of David!  My daughter is severely demon-possessed" (Matthew 15:22).  The disciples, considering her a nuisance, encouraged Jesus to send her away.  She begged Jesus, "Lord, help me!" (v.25).  He did not disappoint her.  Her daughter was healed.


Mercy is more than mere pity.  While it is true that mercy begins in the heart of God, it does not end there.  His kind and loving heart leads Him to extend a helping hand.  God saw the oppression of His people, heard their cry, and responded by coming "down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians" (Exodus 3:7.8).  Pity can occur from afar.  Mercy must find its way to the scene.  Television images of starvation, suffering, and death can make us feel sorry for people.  Mercy 








 UNSHAKEABLE FAITH





"But my righteous one shall live by faith: ….. we are not of them that shrink back unto perdition; but of them that have faith unto the saving of the soul". (Heb. 10: 38-39)





     The word that we use in reference to "faith in God" is from the Greek "pistis" and is, "primarily a firm persuasion, a conviction based upon hearing, is used in the New Testament always of "faith in God or Christ. It produces a full acknowledgement of God's revelation or truth". (Vine's)


    The Hebrew writer gives us not a definition but a description of true faith. (Heb. 11: 1) "Faith is trust in the unseen. It is not a trust in the unknown, for we may know by faith what we cannot see with the eye". (Wycliff) The writer confirms this by saying, " For therein the elders had witness borne to them. By faith we understand that the worlds have been framed by the word of God, so that what is seen hath not been made out of things which appear. (Heb 11:2-3) It is directly opposed to the modern concept of how the worlds came to be. I am convinced that, while there is not more 


detail in His word about things we see from scientific study, we have all that is necessary to establish faith in God. He has purposefully left out the details, that our faith may be exercised and 
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Bro. Wes Guyton’s, mother.  Bro. Rick Hulsey. 


 Sis. Nancy Woods,  Bro. George Statham, 


Sis. Patty Keenan’s parents.  Tony Wilkie, 


recovering from a stroke Bro. Jack Green


recovering from knee surgery. Sis. Ellizabeth


Hammond’s sister Becca Debee, recovering 


from cancer surgery.   


All of our new Converts.


Check the board in the back for others. 


Remember Crystal Crouch.  


________________________________





Group “A” meeting after PM Service


__________________________________


Events to Remember





Bible Forum …………March 2011





_________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Matt Jones


Song Leader----Roger Pink


Lord's Supper---Jeff Lacquement


   Asst. 1-----Lloyd Jackson


   Asst. 2-----Marty Hammond


   Asst. 3-----Chris Jackson


   Asst. 4-----Zachary Rogers


   Asst. 5-----Dion Clark


2nd Prayer----Preston Jackson


Read Scripture---George Wilcox


Sermon-------Mark Bowman


Announcements----Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer---Cliff Wiggs 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Justin Douthitt


Song Leader-------Ken Gay


2nd Prayer------Jordan Huff


Read Scripture ---Josh Green


Sermon----Whit Hays


Lord's Supper---Jeff Lacquement


Announcements----Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer---Josh Sams


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Drew Bowman


 Invitation---Ryan Pink


 Closing Prayer---Whit Hays





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














